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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DW ARE. 
i ; 
Phe Black Dwarf to Mr. Bankes, seni ae: MP. for 


Corfe -Castle. 
SiR, : —_—— 


ow + 


The libcHers of the public are so numerous, 
and se insolent, that to chastise them’ as frequently, and 
as promptly as they offend, would: require the vigilance 
of a thousand Attor nies-General. This impunity hasia 
yatural tendency to increase the evils ; and while saeh 


gredt.men as yourself set the example of oflendinig, itis 


a necessary consequence that such little ones, as ‘Alder-. 
man Heygate; Mr. Holme Sumner, and Sit ‘T. Leth- 
bridge, Should tune their rough throats in concert. On 
the present. vceasion, they have been yeur werthy yie- 
seers and thouwh it cannot be said for them, that. they 
have tdeared your way, they have. shewn -you that ‘the 
dirt is not much above chin deep, and may be forded 


with, safety, trough not with decency. Seem this, you 


have phan, ged i in, ‘and a-rare splash you have made. Bro- 
iher Bragze himself made wothing like it. He laid him- 
seif down very quieliy, at the side of the slo uce; but 
you disdain any compromise, feeling you are pw for the 
preseat: aod the warden of Corfe Castle is too much 
ot'a hero to shrink from distant danger. Your three an 


fortunaté pioncers, were satisfied .with attacking: the 
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Queen; but you haye thrown down the gauntlet to the 
people ; ; and, with your tongue held out for an ensign, 
have declared your de termination to defend your right to 
represent the stones and mortar of Corfe Castle, whose 
interests are committed to your care. 

Your speech on Monday night, on the proposed cen- 
sure of the administra tiv, deserves to be remembered. 
{t is a statement of your debit and credit account with 

the bites ; and when the audit takes place, it will be. 
necessary to produceit. 1 shall then feel happy in hay- 
ing been the means of adjusting your dalance with the 
nation. You are “ neither satisfied with the beginning, 
* middle, nor end,” of the conduct of the ministry relative 
to the Queen; and you lave witnessed ‘* the proceed- 
“ings with shame, aud disgust.” Yet you can support 
them! Let not the world, however, thiuk you inconsis- 
tent, or partial, or pr ejudiced. You have been a legisla- 
tor, { believe, some forty years ; and have learnt your 
trade in an excellent school. But for the benefit of plain 
folks, will you permit me to ask, whether your dislike 
f “the beginning, middle, and ‘end, ” of this infamous 
business, together with your shame and regret, may not 
be thus interpreted. Did you dislike the beginning, 
because your optics were clearer than those of the mi- 
nistry, and you saw reason to fear that the “ emnipo- 
tence” of interested majorities in parliament, might be 
subdued by the sovereignty of the people! Or did you 
perceive; when you were admitted to the honor of 
kneeling before her Majesty, and begging to kiss her 
hand, something in the mildness and firmness of her de- 
portment, something which whispered your friends had 
no chance of sacrificing the royal victim, “ either as a 
* criminal, or a martyr.” 

When vour friends were in the mzddle of their de- 
testable course, i can readily believe you disliked the 
dilemma in which they were placed, as much as them- 
selves. There they were—neck deep in the mud, with 
the troubled waters roaring about them! There was 
— iu it fur dasd?ke, heaven knows! To go back- 

ard, or forward, was equally perilous; there was no 
escape 110 helping hand could be extended to them. It 
ras possible for yourself, and a few firm friends, to 
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sump in, and share their difficulties, and disyrace ; but, 
as for Satvict iug them—the thing was impossible. our 
dislikes would naiuraily be encreased at the end ;—wken 
after being dragged fairly through their own filth, they 
were laughed al, and emmeontnd from one end of the 
ot fire io the of ther: You mi; ght then = — ashamed, 


nd disgusted at their condition; and thus be enable dl to 
express these feelings. as or tig miAating me A a disappro! bation 
of the proceediugs, wisich ma iy in reality fiow from sor- 


row at their resuli! 


You affect to consider yourself as one of the represen- 
tatives of the peuple ; anid vou are your en ce enstitient, 
for your own borough! Unless, ‘indeed, you mean to 
contend that the reptiles, nineatth and vermin, that nestle 
in Corfe Castie are your constituents :—that an old grey- 
headed owl, has a right {o pul a member in nomination, 
for all the owlets to elect by screeches: —while some 
respectable mayor ofa mouse, and a decent recerder of 
a rat, consummate the election. You world then have 
constituents enough te meet most of your brother bu- 
rough representatives with a good grace; but still it 
inteht be questioned whetier you were a representative 

of the people. 

The “ honour of your. having a seat in that [iouse,” 
isa pretty phrase; but pray to “whom does that honour 
belong?) To you self, or to the honourable House? Or 
is it divided in equal proportions between you. The ho- 
nour of a seat must be derived from the title to possess 
it? So that, if the honour be your own, it must be ho- 
nourable to be born the pussessor, or to buy the posses- 
sion of Corfe Castle! This title makes a brace of ho- 
nourables ; for its —— walls hold the fee-semple ot 
a pair of legisiators! Would not ** advantage” be a 
more correct phrase—be more intelligeiit—and quite as 
respectable, as respectability now goes. “ While 1 have 
“ the advantage of aseat in this honourable assembly !” 
it would be quite parliamentary, according to the prac- 
ézce of parliament. 

You, of ail mea, had better avoid saying any thing about 
the nature of the English representation. When you 
speak, the walls cf Corfe Castle rise up to our view; 

and we see in your own person the refutation of your 
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theory. We cannot avoid asking ourselves what a re- 
presentative of bricks and mortar should know of repre- 
sentation. The idea of such a man pretending to re- 
present any portion of the ProPLeE is ridiculous; and it 
is a most ingenious sophism, to pretend that a man who 
represents no part, represents, therefore, the whole? So 
that all the retien borough representatives having no-~ 
thing in the boroughs to represent, become representa- 
tives of the country at large! An example of this vir- 
tual representation, was once given in the assertion that 
the United States of America were represented by the 
two county inembers for Hampshire, because the char- 
ers of the colonies had been signed, I believe, in that 
caunty ! On such a subject :—- 

* To laugh were want of goodness and of grace, 

But to be grave exceeds my power of face.” 


You are, what in technical language, is called an old 
stager. You have been playing this forty years; and 
always in the same character, with but little change even 
in the dresszng for he part. it is that of a mixture of 
the town and country gentleman, very well satisfied with 
things as they are, and notat all disposed to change them 
for the worse. <A sort of Avé Cosey, goodnatured 
enough, while the stocks weve in good order; but pas- 
sionate as fury itself in any chance of loss by the fluc- 
tuations, { believe you once talked about being a re- 
former. Of course, it was only talk. But there was a 
period when a little of this small talk about reform, 
would get a man much popularity; and even Mr. 
Bankes does uct object to public approbation, wheh it 
can be oblained cheap. Now that period has_ passed 
away, and the people have found out that to give nothing 
for nothing, is quite as much as it is honestly worth ; se 
Mr. Bankes finding he can get no popularity, at the 
price he offers, determines to let the public keep their 
praise, while he keeps his arerds, But as the public 
withdraw the little appiause they onee sold him for his 
little services, he seems to think them ungrateful ; and 
being a little angry, it is not surprising he should cadd 
pames! ) 

4 ou are # bold man. Sir, when you are anery ; and 
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j marvel much the honorable house, did not immedi- 
ately appoint a special commission, that the very serious 
information you thought proper to confer upon it, might 
be as seriously taken into consideration. You fe tve as- 
serted “ there ts a desperate faction in the House of 
“ Commons, endeavouring to extend wself by all the 
‘© means 2 can command, and catching hold of every 
ce principi le of ruin, by which it might succeed in ing 
“ yalving the whole ki ia dom ina gercral conflagra- 
" * toon. rir You kindly hope, indeed, it ts “* not exist- 
‘ing fo any great degree, in that house.” but this ts 
stating, that, in same - + ian: it is to,be found there. 
By mere acciden i, Sir, you have hit upon something 
that nearly Saauanea: the truth. When the representa- 
tion of the peopte is notoricusly usurped by the borough- 
mongers: when elections are mere farecs, to discuise 
absolute nominations + -when seats are 2s notoriously 
bought and solid as cattle in Smithfield market: wen 
seats, in other instances, are given on contditien that the 
sentiments of the patron, and not the senti: nents of the 
people, shall be spoken: when a m: ajority of interested 
individuals place themselves at the disposal of the minis- 
ter that they may be arrayed against the liberties of the 
nation :—and when the decisiens of such partics become 
laws, to the operation ef which, all the property of the 
country, and the personal liberty of its inhabitants, shall 
he subjected —whe n this is the case—there is indeed “a 
* faction at, work, endeavouring to extend itself by ald 
“ the means it can command, and gigantic they are, 
‘Sand catching hold of every prin ciple “of ruin, by which 
“it will succeed in inv: dying the whole kinedom in 2 
“ general conflagration !” There is sueha faction, Sir ; 
and of that faction are not YOUa member. That faction 
is the orengh-fuction. Us members are the Zereugh- 
mongers, and éxeer agents! has now become despe- 
rate, from its exposure, and from the stale of distress 
and difficulty in) which if has inveived the coun- 
try. Its desperation has been suificiently manifesi- 
ed; it approaches the fury of madness, and the con- 
vulsive frenzy of agonizing dissolution. It is this 
faction that shakes its chains in the ears, and dan- 
gles the Keys of its dungeons before the eyes of all 
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who dare to look its hideous features in the face. [t iz 
this faction, this desperate faction, which has juggled the 
nation out of its rig chts, and threatens to destroy all whe 
dare ask for their restoration. It is this faction, this des» 
perate faction, that invented the gazging-bills, and the 
restrictive measures against the press. ft is this faction 
that, in its hatred of reform, plunged the sword into the 
bowels of the Reformers, on the never-to-be-forgotten 
16th of August. {t is this desperate faction, whith 
has incurreda debt of near-nine hundred millions of ster- 
ling money. Jt is this desperate faction that has raised 
taxatiin to Bis millicns per annum. But was it Wise, 
in you, Sir, te talk of faetion’ Did you think it possi- 
ble faction could be mentioned, and your fuction estape 
notice, Ab:, at ter Bankes! Mister Pankes! you may 
be avery good representative of brick, and mortar, aid 
logs of wood ; “bi you are an indiscreet representative 
of the boroug h system. Suence is your strength. While 
you say nothing, the world is not very likely to think of 
you ; but f you ‘will attempt to push us against the walls 
of your old caste, you rust take the consequences if the 
loose stones of your rotten builk ling should fall down. 

Iwill not aflect to mistake the parties to whom: you 
apply the epithet of a desperate faction, Your hatred 
of reform presenis every Keformer to your eyes ina dis- 
torted shape: aad as heretizs to the saving faith in the 

right divine of old walls to have representatives in par- 

liament, you would probably treat them with as little 
ceremony asthe Spanish Inquisition was accustomed to 
treai its victims. 

Supposing for a moment, there were such a faction 
among the reformers as you describe, what mischief, 
mischief were their object, have you, and your faction, 
Jeft for them te do? The old laws are oe to their 
hands. ‘The staie is ruinea fo their hands. A standing 
ariny is manwactired to their hanus. Distress, as great 
as can be borne, already ravages our manu! facturing dis 
tricts. And ell control of ihe a: le over their repre- 
sentatives, is entirely abrogated. What raore could any 
faction do, when nothing is left to be introduced, but a 
revolution ;—and 'f there be a faction desiring that re- 


cult, they need not take the matter cut of the hands at 
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the borough faction, who are playing the game of ha-. 
ard, for the prize of revclution, in a more certain and 
speedy method than it could be played by any other 
party. The revolutionists, if there are any, and-it“ts 
possible there are, may now sit still, and laugh. The 
have nothing to do, but to look on, while theer game 1s 
played for them, and take up the stakes when it is over. 
They need be at no pains, nor in any danger. All the 
responsibility of plotting, and scheming, is saved them. 
The boroughmongers and his Majesty’s present minis- 
ters have taken all this upon themselves. And ail this 
js to protect the interest of the old flint stones of Corfe 
Castle, and similar interests at Old Sarum, and else- 
where! What disinterested animals they are! How 
much gratitude Mr. Bankes must feel for men who ha- 
zard a revolution of the country, and the destruction of 
all its institutions, to preserve the rights of representation 
to ruined battlements, and mouldering domes! There is 
only one little drawback to this disinterestedness. Mr. 
Bankes is one of them, and Corfe Castle is his country— 
his law—his religion—hbis morality—his prosperity—his 
all? His optics are too small to take in so wide a view 
as the interest and advantage of his couatrymen—but he. 
can comprehend the rights and interests of Corfe Castle. 
He can perceive the advantage of walking, with his son 
under his arm, into the House of Commons, by the free 
ticket of Corfe Castle’ Of course, he believes that if 
he were not in parliament, the country would be ruined 
past redemption. And how would he get there, but 
through the medium of Corfe Castle? Thus Corfe 
Castle becomes an integral part of the Constitution, and 
Mr. Bankes will sacrifice all the rest, out of mere affec- 
tion for his atom—his darling atorn! What a patriot— 
what a legislator, Mister Bankes might be! 

Was it not something silly, as well as bold—something 
ag rash as courageous, to call the peoplea desperate fac- 
tien? For that it was the people you intended is evi- 
dent, from your remarks, ‘ The opposition,” you say 
‘‘ have given countenance to this faction,” by appearing 
at public meetings! The public meetings then, are the 
meetings of the factiows! Your reasoning is sc whimsi- 
cal that [ must treat you witha second glance at it. 
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‘When you heard of public meetings being called, 

onl found gentlemen of the opposition, acting at the m1, 
“ and speaking at them, you were constrained to believe, 
“that though, perhaps, there was not a principle of 
** union, yet there was a sort of co-ope ration between 
“ them (the op position and t the people) which alarmed 
* vouextremely.” Tiere the! house laughed at you, Mr. 
Bankes. Pie 6 op osition goullemen, who do not 
much tike to adopt the principle of union, and yel want 
all ihe cdvaniages of a co-operation, could not help 


ne 
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t thought we (iceiy fo be atiended wath the mest 
*. (LOSEV UCLA e PESO EDE es.” Piis Was ¢ re pe ths t aw Dorp 
a treat deal tog mucn. f£ know very weil, it would: be 
gtfier of no tmerriinent to you, to see Corfe Castle 


stripped of its leeistatorial rights, and reduced to the 
pitifiil plicht of other ancient ruins. ‘This would be no 
merriment lo you, though the Waele aeishbourhood were 
ty dance in ectasy round io walls, and the blaze ofa 
thousand bonfires were to revive some ideaof iis ancent 


Mumingtions, You would weep abt Uns; for those whie 
dance and those whe are compectled to pa Line paper have 
different feolnies., Vhe st sah aitials, ais jushese 


i 
’ 


Greedy calis them, would) be gone. You would have 
lost your subsiantials, which to you would be matier of 

deep concern” as a most S destructive consequence.” 
A heceadinnone ering sorl of a crow was in the babit of 
picking a very comfortable breakfast from a sore on the 
back of a called ass: arm! one day unding i 


rs 


he ass wilh 
his baek healed, friskiag about in al the gaiety 
of recovered health, used your hang 2UALe | 
 Gainbot away as you will, il is ne mectnacal to me. 
‘ 7T have fost ary brenkiast, Which is a matter of ¢ deep 
feconcern ;? and if Teannel find another ass with a sore 
* back, Lemay die, which will prove of very ‘desiruedire 
ae CONSEYUENCES ; vPhis reasoning was just as zoo as 
yours. [tis almost your very 2 onde. The only (dlitle- 

rence is, that the crow lost his éreakfusi; and you fear 
to lose your rollen=G0r0uga ; Which. bo confess the 
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truth, being worth many breakfasts, is an excusable 
cause for your being more sorrowful than the crow , since 
asses with called backs are more easily found, than rot- 
ten- -boroughs would be, were they once abolished. This, 
fur your consolation, is a matter much less likely to hap- 
pen, than the worst sore on any asses back to he cured, 

so that yer have some reason to be content, though it 
would be barbarous to ask you to be merry! You are 
afraid of the co-operation of the Whigs with the despe- 
rately factious people! Ah! Sir, if there were any 
g rounds for your fears, they would soon be over. Were 
the Whigs disposed to co-operate honestly and zealously 
with the people, your struggtes would quickly be at an 
end. You would soon vet “rid of your care; and might 
bespeak the coflin for the legislatorial rights of Corfe 
Castle, with the first conv enience of your undertaker. A 
little decent, respectable sorrow would be pardonabie, 
tor the loss of so old, and se valuable a situation; and 
then, with your sables, you might put off your afflic- 

tious. You are rauch too wise even to erieve for no- 
thing. [tis not parliamentary to do any ‘thing without 
remuneration, in some shape, or other. 

Not intimidated with the laughter of the honourable 
house, (and to do it justice, no one is more ready to 
faugh at its own absurditie 3) you ventured to proceed. 

* You hope the opposition, being gentlemen, and men of 
‘ honor, of whom you think very highly, if they had 

‘ committed the smiselves, zn any way, with the people, 
“ would not act in a manner so derogatory to their own 
“ high character, as to redeem their pledges?” What 
a high opinion you must hi ae parliamentary integrity, 
and Whig virtue! Why, Sir, I, who have iio great reli- 
ance on opposition patriotism, believe that if they gave 
a pledge, they would endeavour to redeem it; and if the 
people were silly enough to take it in pawn for more than 
it was worth, they must be content to get for it in return 
What they can. 

| dare say, Mr. Bankes, you will think all this ex- 
tremely licentious : for you confess that “ what others 

* eall the izberty of the press, is in your mind its ost 

‘ tiousness.” Your theory, of course, that all libert 
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ness is liberty. It is an unpardonable degree of ecenti- 
ousness {o say that you usurp two seats in the house of 
the people ; but it is still more licentious, and more un~ 
pardonable io insinuate that you ought not to do this ; 
and it is “ almost high treason,” as Mr. Justice Garrow 
would say, to propose to take this usurpation out of your 
hands. There i is something, however, yet more shocking 
ihan even the licentiousness of the press; that is, that 
the boroughmongers cannot restrict its licentiousness. 
They have been forging fetters for it, for many years ; 
vet it has only had its mighty | iever raised, and they have 
all burst in pieces, and been trampled under the feet of 
its egents. When the conjurors were at work last year, 
they “thought ihey had effectually chained it down, yet 
they had scarcely finished their labours, when they pro- 
claim them useless. The ministers boasted they would 
chain down sedition and blasphemy so closeiy, that they 
should never be able to raise their hideous heads again. 
Yet now they are roaring, and bellowing, and stamping, 
like mad men, and ideots, exclaiming that sedition and 
blasphemy have not only got loose again, but are de- 
luging the land in greater ‘torrents than ever ! They are 
so stupidly embarrassed, that they do not even venture 
to call — the state C ‘yelops to begin his manacling 
work ane 

But, Sir, what are the facts? The only two instances 
of legal complaint against. the press, have been on the 
part ‘of her Majesty, and Lady ankerville, who have 
been most maliznantly traduced, the first hy a priest at 
Liverpool, called Blacow ; and the second by the pro- 
prietors of a ministerial w veekly paper, which was com- 
menced solely to asperse her Majesty, her visitors, and 
her friends. ‘This is a sad proof, Sir, of the want of in- 
tellect, or the want of honesty of yourself, and your 
friends. More obse enity, more slander, more falsehoed, 
more aspersicns, more malignily never issued from the 
press,—than « it the present pericd ; but it is the przv- 
deget, ministerial, religious press, from whence they 
jssue—net the calumniated radical press; which evi- 


dences its justice and its purity by itseuemies not daring 


io produce any legal charge against it. You are aware, 
Sir 4t, " 


ry that this publication i is not regarded by the ministry 
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with any very favourable eye ;—and that Mr. Attorney 
General is sufficiently well inclined, and well paid, to 
endeavour to please his masters hy its prosecution and 
that it is only because there is neither blasphemy, nor 
sedition, in its pages, that it escapes an attack. It is 
mean, despicaoly mean, to join in any cry, when aware 
of its falsehood, and hypocrisy. That you would wish 
the doctrines held by the radical press to be deemed se- 
ditious, and blasphemous, I can readily admit; when ! 
remember that the respectable University of Oxford 
excluded Locke’s admirable Essay on the Understanding 
from its libraries, as dangerous to the religion and 
morals of the rising generation. All who profit by 
abuses, will defend abuses, though they were as palpable 
as high Olympus.” Some minds are soconstituted, as to 
consider self advantage, and that too, momentary, uncer- 
lain, and disgraceful. Thus an Italian bravo, who lots” the 
use of his stiletto for bire, and murders on commission, 
never thinks that he injures any one. To kill the inno- 
cent, or the guilty, is alike his trade; and the practice 
of vice, particularly in community with others, hardens 
minds the most susceptible on other points. Boccace 
gives us a fine instance, which may make some impres~ 
sion even upon you. A. bravo went to confession, and 
after enumerating a variety of petty faults, demanded 
absolution. The | priest, knowing lis trade, wondered to 
find him so faultless; and asked if: he had not murdered 
a certain person, who had been a short tine missing. 
The bravo coolly answered in the affirmative. He was 
next asked ii he had not ravished such a woman, and 
robbed such a house; to which he also answered in the 
affirmative. “‘ Wretch,” said the priest, “‘ and were not 
“ these horrible offences to be mentioned in confession »” 

" Patience, holy father,” replied the villain, “ these are 

“ matters ef business, | never make points of conscience 

* of them !” 

The beroughmongers in the same way, are so accus-~ 
tomed to the usurpation of rights, that they never stop 
to consider it as guilt. iit could be proved in a free 
and legitimate House of € onzmMos, that one seat were 
obtained as hundreds are in ours, every man would start 
up With indignation, and deman d the punishment of the 
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wretch who had dared to sully its representation. Bui 
here, those matters are not points of conscience-—they 
are too customary for any man to be ashamed of; and 
by a complete perversion of justice, those who complain 
of the robbery are arrested by the robbers, and punished 
for daring to attack guilt in authority, And, I dare say, 
Nir, you have known these usurpers of popular rights, 
and these castigators of popular complaint, pray, and 
pray heartily too, affect all the forms of religion, and, 
probably, believe themselves redégious ; talk of the pro~ 
fanity of the age, the deserticu of the temples, and the 
prev alence uf vice. IT must not call this hypocrisy ; but 
it is to me so much like it, that it might pass for ‘it well 
enough. 

While these things could impose upon the people, 
there was some excuse, though no justification for them. 
When achiid is ‘* pleased with a rattle, tickled with a 
straw,” rattles and siraws are properly put into their 
hands; but it is something barbarous, when a child has 
outgrown his play-things, that they should be forced into 
his hands, and the lad beaten for despising the trifles. 
There was a time when you might have done very well 
for a jegislator ; and society has yet stations in which 
you might be useful. What think you of a parish bea- 
dleship ? You might then practically mend the morals 
of the day, by whipping playful noisy children out of the 
church-yard; or by pre scribing the precise key in which 
milk and mackarel me y be cried, during diyine service, 
Without disturbing the piety of the congregation ! ! Mr. 
Bankes might thus be useful “ in his day, and genera- 
tion,” and “slee ‘p with his fathers in excellent repute. 
Aud if the parish were large, Mr. Ald. Heygate, in his 
regard for order, might undertake to keep in order a 
race of four-legged animals, who are accustomed, like 
the “ swevtsh multitude,’ to bark at their betters. 
The usual title of the office, j is too vulgar to.ofler to the 
acceptance of so polite a gentleman, “but it might be 
newly christened by the Bishop of London, who must be 
delighted with the conversion of the worthy Alderman to 

the saving faith. What place to provide tor Mr. Holme 
' Summer, { scarcely know, unless the village barber 
should happen to leaye this bustling world. His apt- 
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ness for gossip, and his propensity to hearsay evidence, 
would fit him well enough to tattle nonsense, and tel! 
sirange jokes; but then his accidental slips into siander, 
might draw upon him the anger of some stout clown, and 
get the bastinado for his pains. I am only inculcating 
the advice of the poet, who recommends such men to— 

Waik sober off, before a wiser age,’ 

Come stalking forth, and push them from the stage. 

Mr. P. Grenfell begins to adopt himself to the age: 
but this cannot be expected to be the case for you, whe 
are a great man, and must not stoop to the times. He 
says s he has alw ays opposed reform, “ becuse the pre- 
“+ ‘sent system worked ve ry well.” He now finds that 
it does. not work so well as it did, or so well as he ex- 
pected it fo work , and therefore wishes ‘ some person, 
“in the course of the session would propose a moderate 
* plan of reform, sich as a mederate aan, ike himself 
“ could agree to.” This is saying very little, to be sure ; 
but for Mr. Grenfell, who has deen blind so long upon 
tins subjett; to begin to see in his old age, is a gree eat mi- 
racle; Since he has got a glimmering “sight, | hope he 
will borrow a pair of constitutional spect tacles from my 
friend Major Cartwright, and endeavour to obtain all 
the advantages of a clear vision. He had some cause 
for looking hard, when he saw near two millions voted 
away-in twenty minutes by: foriy-one members, with 
only edeven against them, without any accounts, or do- 
cuments, or knowing any thing whatever about the na- 
ture or justification of the wrants. But he does not ap- 
pear to have looked at one ‘urea cause of this shameful 
nevlivence—the absence of his friend. The opposition 
is weak enovgh; but they can muster more than a Aun- 
dred members. and had they been present, the grants 
would have been negalived. And here we must tell Mri. 
Grenfell, that Whig “carelessness does as much mischief. 
as Tory impudence. They never muster, but on a ques- 
tion of party; and thus the actual business of the coun- 
try is transacted by soime fifty ministerial members, who 
attend to make a house, and some few political amateurs 
Who can find no more agreeable cmp loyineni, On this 
subject, it is useless to address you; and I therefore 
take my leave of you, with an extract from a petition 
presented to the House of Tords. hy Earl (irey, on the 
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same evening, and perhaps ut the very Come on whicts 
you Were dilating upon the justice of the late war, and 
the glory of the present peace. itis the Birmingham 
account of its share in the glory , and a very interesting 
document it is :— 


“The petition stated that the master manufacturers of Bir- 
mingham could not employ their workmen for more than three 
or four days in the week, and that the wages not being sutticient 
to support them, they were obliged to apply for assistance to 
the parish. The remaining facts stated in the petition were of 
the most distressing kind, and, considering the manner io whicts 
the information on which the statements were founded had 


beeu obtained, he was sorry to say that not a doubt could be. 


entertained of their truth. A committee had heen appointed 
to inquire into the distress existing inthe town; that committee 
was divided into sections, each of which investigated the state 
of a particular district. From the information thus collected, 
of the accuracy of which there could be no question, it was evi- 
dent that a diminished consumption had taken place in Birming 
ham of all the necessaries of life to the extent of nearly one-third. 
‘This dinninution was particularly apparent in butchers’ meat, beer, 
and even in bread. And even this diminished consumption was 
supported chiefly on credit and by the workmen pledging their 
property. Those melancholy facts were minutely disclosed in. 
the report made by the committee to which he had alluded. 


Mr. Ryland, who had canvassed Hill-street district, ascertamed 


that the trade of the publicans in beer had diminished one-third, 
and that they could not sell more, except upon credit, which 


they were not able to give. Among the bakers he also found ws 


great jailing off. With the butchers the complaint was stilt 
greater. ‘Those who formerly bought the best pieces of meat 
were now content with a very inferior kind. What was before 
considered offal, or sold only in lots, was now purchased by 
persons whom nothing but distress would have driven to use it. 


The grocers stated that their trade was gone, and the situation. 
of the dealers in the necessaries of ltfe could not fai! to be what . 


they had described: when the dittress was so general, the work- 


men had been driven to pawn their furniture and clothes for .. 
food, and many persons whose circumstances had beer sup- . 


posed to place beyond such dithculties had resorted to the same 
expedient. Linen ant every thing that could be spared had 
b een pledged, to keep up appearances.” 


Wr: his proof of the value of such legislators as 
{ --good bye, good Bankes! good bye! 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


Frum the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze 
at Japan. 


“HR COURIER FAWNING AS A WELL-KICKED sPANIEL?: 


My YELLOW FRIEND, | 
Thou wouldst rea!ty die with laughter, wert thou.at. 
present in England, to see how the ministerial writers eyhice, . 
and cringe, under the castigation of their masters. I begin to 
think they have some feeling, though they discover very litle. 
drains, A little while ago, they got a very wise member of 
parliament to move that the radical writers should be put down, 
that the ministerial hivelings might not be written down the 
asses that they are. But this proposal was met with universal 
derision. Even Lord Castlereagh smiled at his Dogberrys, 
who had improved upon the original, and were ashamed of their 
ows merits. Now they have hit upon anew methed of dis 
arming the anger of their opponents; and when kicked the 
Nardest, make the politest bow, aud declare themselves your 
inost obliged, and devoted humble servants. A sample of this 
will please thee. ‘The Courier of last night says that Mr. 
Lambton, seconded 4 motion for the censure ot the ministry, 
“tn @ speech REMARKABLE for WISDOM and MODERA-~. 
TION.” Now let us turn to the speech itself, and collect a 
few iastances of the wisdom, and moderation, which the Cou- 
rier extols, 

Mr. Lambton, speaking of the ministry, that is, the masters 
of the Courier, says :—‘‘ In reviewing the conduct of his Ma- 
* jesty’s ministers at that period towards her Majesty, he could 
“not help saying that in his mind nothing could exhibit a 
" baser tissue of hypocrisy. The Queen, however, by her 
“ conduct, defeated those mean and hypocritical attempts. He 
“was therefore utterly at a loss to see in what manner minis- 
“ters could press the plea of state expediency into their jus- 
‘* tification.” 

I do not dispute the fact, that this language is remarkable for 
totsdom and moderation; tor I am aware that something else 
migkt be said, in perfect justice, whether wise, or nut, and 
‘owever questionable its moderation! But if this language be 
wise and moderate, what must the ministers be. The charge’ 
x8, that nothing could exhibit a baser tissue of Aypocrisy ? 
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than the conduct of the mimesters! Do they think this assez 
tion moderate / is it wise and moderate to say, that therr at 
tempts were mean and Aypocrity al? {1s it moderate to say 
they have no possible jusniication! “T believe it to be jusé, 
aud that justice is the Aivhesé wisdom; but of such moderation 
as this, we have few examples. I wish Mr. Lambton would 
propose a plan of reform equally moderate. To what a point 
of degradation, must the ministry be sunk, when thus obliged 
to compliment those who chastise them so severeiy ! We shall 
Nave their politeness in an exact ratio to their ul-treatment ; 
and those who may succeed in kicking then: down stairs will 
secure their gratitude for life. 

in the house they bluster a hitle. {tis ther own cround, 
and they can look as bi, and be as little as they please. 1 
was afraid Sir J. Macintosh would have been devoured, for 
having made use of the radical expression, that “ the House 
‘© of Commons had declared war against the neople.” Lord 
Castlereagh wanted the words “ taken down.” What he would 
bave done with them, wherhe had them taken does not Appear. 
But the Speaker interfered, and hoped the honourable gentle- 
man would ecplain his words, which seem to me toe want no 
explanation. Bat the hovourable member did explain, He 
said that he meant by a declaration of war, a tendency to de 
clare war: which was quite a parliamentary quibble, and = the 
whole passed off in good humour. Tf folks will ery “* tudge!” 
while these things occur, who can help it ? 

Not thy little friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The papersseut from No thin: si am were in want of some abridge 
ment, before they could appear; and the Editor's altention hac 
been directed to so many oMer points, that they have escaped bis 
notice. 

FW. Will find, by a references to a late number, that his ideas 
have been compressed into a note lo correspondents. he Editer 
must bég of his triends to keep copies Of their favors 5 as he cannot 
undertake to preserve them for enquiries ata future period. The 
average vumber of communications to the Editor, exceeds fifty 
per week. {tt is evident he must use his discretion in the inser. 
tion; aud that many can be only slightly noticed. 

Here Masesty has refused to receive any pecuniary allowance 
at the hands of the Ministry, unless ace ompranied with the restoration 
ofall her rights. This am: wnanuinods determination must have the 
hest results; asit will unite the Queen the more closely with the 
people, and the question of parliamentary reform 
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THE BLACKNEB, No, LITE. 
_——Eire— 


“ My Masters of Misrule! I have a crow to pluck with you.” 
Ovp Pray. 


_——— 


361. I do not hereby mean to reflect on the [clerical] order, 
which generally has the government of our youth; we have bad 
the experience of many among them who have given proof of a 
freer education and useful learning. I only lament the ill con- 
trivance ef their constitution ; for while interest draws one Way, 
and honesty another, —when a man may make his fortune by 
forgetting his duty to his country, but shall always stick at 
nark while he serves it,—’tis scarcely to be hoped men should 
hold out against such temptations, unless they be more sifted 
with honesty than the generality of mankind are. And since 
they continue still upon the same bottom, it must be expected 
—the same or other mischievous doctrines will every day be 
broached : whereas if they were once set upon the same foot 
the philosophers of old were, if honesty, and the duty to their. 
country, were made their private interest, and the way to thrive, 
~-we should soon see them shift hands, and the spirit of those — 
old philosophers revive again in them. The constitution of our 
Universities as to learning, seems as unfortunately regulated as 
it Is to politics. We receive the directions of our studies there, 
from statutes made by those who understood nothing of the 
matter,—who had quite a different notion and taste of learning 
from what the work bas at present. It seems as ridiculous, to 
take patterns for the genteel learning of this age from the old 
fashioned learning of the times, wherein the university statutes 
were compiled, as it would be for one who would appear well- 
dressed at court, to make his clothes after the mode of Henry 
the Kighth’s day. But ‘tis of infinitely worse consequence ; for 
the prejudices and wrong notions, the stiffness and positiveness 
in opinion, the litigiousness and wrangling, —all which the old 
plulosophy breeds,—besides the narrow spiritedness and, not 
enduring of contradiction—which are generally contracted by 
a monastic life, require a great deal of time to get rid of ; and, 
until they be tiled off by conversation in the world abroad, a 
inan’s learning does but render him more useless aud unfit for 
sociciv. ! dare appeal to common experience, whether those 
excellent tien, that pt late years have been preferred nm our 
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church,—than which set of divines England scarce ever 
knew a better,—be not for the most part such as have beew. 
very conversant with the world ; and if they have not ail tra- 
velled out of this kingdom, have at least spent the best part of 
their days in this epitome of the world--the city of London, 
where they have learnt Christian hberty as well as other Chris- 
tian virtues. ‘Fhe great difference between these and others of 
barrow opinionatre tempers-—caused by their monk-like educa. 
tion, is discernible by every body; and puts it out of all doubt, 
that such who have seen most, of what profession soever they 
be, prove the most honest and virtuous men, and fittest i 
human society. These embrace better notions relating to the 
public, weigh opinions before they adhere to them, have a 
larger stock of charity, a clearer manner of distinguishing be- 
tween just and unjust, understand better the laws of our own 
land, as well as the privileges and frailties of human uature ; 
and all this in a degree far excelling the most zealous, learned, 
religious person. who bas been brought up in his cell-—and is 
therefore what we call : i bigot, stiff in an opinion, merely be- 
cause he has beew used toit, and is ashamed to be thought ca- 
pable of being deccived.—-Lord Molesworth, An Account of 
Denmark, 1694, in the Preface. 


ee oe 


362.——— And as for the bastile !——the terror is in the wore, 
Make the most of it you can, (ssid I to myself,) the bastile 1s 
but another word for a tower, and a tower Is but another word 
for a house you cannot get out of. Mercy on the gouty! fur, 
they are ip it twice a year: but with nine livres a day, and pen, 
aod ink, and paper, and pxtience——albeit a man cannot get out, 
he may do very well within—at least for a month or six ‘weeks ; 
at the end of which, if he is a harmless fellow, his innocence 
appears, and he comes out a better and wiser man than he went 
yn. I had some occasion (1 forget what) to step into the court 
yard as { settled this account, and remember | walked down. 
stairs iu no small triumph with the conceit of my reasoning. 
Beshiew the sombre pencil! (said J, vauntingly,) for L envy not 
its powers, which paint the evils of life with so hard and deadly 
a coloring. Tie mind sits terrified on the object she has mag- 
nitied herself and biackened: reduce ihem to their proper size 
and hue, she overlooks them! “Tis true, (said f, correcting 
the proposition,) the bastile is not an evil to be despised—but 
strip it of its towers, fill up the fosse, uubarricade the docrs, 
call it simply a coufinement, and suppose “tis some tyrant of a 
distemper—and ict of a man which holds you in it~ the evik 
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vanishes, and you bear the other half without eomplaint. I 
was int srrupted in the heyday of this soliloquy, by a voice 
which [ took to be of a child, which complained it could 
not get out; I looked up and down the passage, and 
seeing neither man, woman, nor chiki, [ went out without 
farther attention. On my return back, through the psssage,, f 
heard the same words repeated twice over, ‘and looking up! 
saw it was a starling hung up ina little cage—! { can’t get out 
—i can't get out,’ said the starling. I stood looking at. the 
bird; and to every person that came through the passage, :it 
ran fluttering to the side towards which they approached it, 
with the same lamentation, of its captivity-—' I can’t get out,’ 
said the starling. God help thee! (said I,) but V’ll let thee 
out, cost what it will. So I turned about the cage, to get 
at the door: it was twisted and double twisted so. fast 
with wire, there was no getting it open without pulling 
the cage to pieces. | took both hands to.it, | The. 
bird flew to the place where [ was attempting his de- 
liverance, and thrusting his head through. the trellis, pressed 
his breast against it, as if impatient. | “fear poor e¢reature ! 
(said 1,) I cannot set thee at liberty. ‘No,’ said the starling,— 
‘i can’t get out—TI ean’t get out,’ said the starling. I vow I 
never had my affections more tenderly awakened: nor do 
I remember ain incident in my life, where the dissipated 
spirits, to which my reason had been a bubble, were so sud- 
denly called home. Mechanical as the notes were, yet so true 
ix tune to nature were they chaunted, that in one moment they 
overthrew all my systematic reasonings upon the Bastile, and I 

walked up stairs, unsaying every word I had said in going down 
them. Disguise thyself as thon wilt, still, Slavery ! (said i)- 
still thou art a bitter draught! and though thousands in all 
ages have been made to drink of thee, thou art no less bitter on 
that account. "Tis thou—thrice sweet and gracious goddess 
(addressing myself to Liberty,)—whom all in public or in 
private worship; whose taste is grateful, and ever will be so, 
till nature herself shall change: no tint of words can spot thy 
snowy mantle, nor chymic power turn thy sceptre into iron : 
with thee to smile upon him as he eats kis crust, the swain is 
happier than his monarch---from whose court thou art exiled, 
Gracious heaven! (cried 1, kneeling down upon the last atep 
but one in my ascent,) grant me but health, thou great bestower 
of it !—-and give me but this fair goddess as my companion,— 
and shower down thy mitres, if it seems good unto thy divine 
providence, upon ilose heads which are aching for them.-—~ 
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Rev.Laurence Sicrne. 1 Scutimental Journey (hrougit France 
and Italy, h7 01. 
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363. What did not Henry the Sth perpetrate under the au- 
spices of Parliament? What attempls was he not guilty of 
against the liberty of the people, the public safety, the decency 
of manners, and the : sanctity of religion? Was it not with the 
arm of Parliament that he raised the scaffolds on which the 
mothers of heirs to the Crown expiated the disgrace of hav ing 
vielded to the love of the most abominable of mei 2 Did not 
the two houses lend Yheir aid to kindle those piles, on which the 
most valuable citizens of the State terminated their existence ? 
Was it not the Parliament (Stat. 13, Henry VIIL. cap. 3.) that 
decreed the mere will of the king should have the force of law? 
Were not all the brutalities of tyranny in his reign adopted as 
so many principles of legislation? Did not the list of telonious 
offences become more numerous and capricious in the English 
code than in the jurisprudence of a Nero ora Tiberius? Was 
not the phrenzy, common to tyrants, of reigaing over the souls, 
as well as the bodies of the people,—a phrenzy so fatal to the 
human race, made legal by this august assembly / In what 
instance does the heny of this prince ditier from that of the 
most shocking monsters that ever stained with blood the thrones 
on which they sat, execpt that the latter perpetrated with trem- 
bling hands what Henry did with greater security under the pro- 
tecting wing of Parliament? Were eve rv other reason wanting, 
this passage alone of the British history must be suthcient to 
persuade us, that in mixed governments of this kind, the king 
will always have it in his power to act as he pleases, and even 
oppress the nation, without changing the constitution, or ex- 
posing his person to the smallest h: zard. It is enough, if he 
have the art of corrupting the assembly which repr esents the 
soveretgniy. We possesses the means. How then hinder 
his making use of them —without destroying the constitution ?—— 


(raclano * Filangiert, The Science of Legislaticn, (Tr. by 
Rendall) 1780. 


A King must make religion the rule of government, and 
oa re balance the scale: for he that casteth in religion only to 
make the scales even, his own weik cht is contained in those cha- 
racters, Mene, mene, Tekel, Upharsin,---he is found too light, 


his kin, ~dom sAal/ be laken f? “O-N him. a Francis Bacon, laa 
Verulam. Fssays, Civil and Mere?, 1507 
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FRIAL OF MAJOR CARTWRIGHT, MESSRS. 
WOOLER, EDMONDS, LEWIS, AND MAD- 
DOCKS. 

This long protracted case, is set down for a final hearing of 
the argument for a new trial, on this day, in the Court of King’s 
Bench. The pressure of other matter has been a pretext, for 
veeping out of the public papers, amy satisfactory account of .. 
this application; but there are other reasons, which certain 
public journals dare not avow, for. keeping tlie features of this 
case from the public view. Mr. Denman has already ad- 
dressed the court, for Mr. Maddocks; and Mr, fill for Major 
Cartwright. Mr. Prendergast will to-day commence for Mr, 
M., and Mr. Edmonds and Mr. Wooler will follow, in their 
own behalf. The points on which the application is made are 
si’ in number. 

1. The conduct of the Master of the Crown Office, in pack- 
ing a jury of forty-eight out of a list of sixty-six esquires, four. 
teen of whom had found the bill of indictment ; who were not 
struck offuntil the consent of the Sulicitor of the Treaswry 
had been obtained ; and twenty-six of the remaining panel 
heing magistrates of the country, some of whom had probably 
assisted in the deliberations which led to the prosecution. 

2. ‘The refusal of Mr. Baron Richards, to appoint triers, ac- 
cording to the plain direction of the law, to try the question of 
the alledged partiality of the Master of the Crown Office. 
This right is absolute, and the mere refusal of that nght, was 
an injury to the defendants, which vitiated, in law, the whole 
proceedings, ‘The judge might, after appointing such triers, 
have directed them in what mode the evidence had suegested. 
He might have discovered there was no cause of complaint; but 
it was his imperious duty to have appointed such triers; and it 
would have been as just to have dispensed altogether with the 
Jury, asrefuseto appoint the triers to determine whether the jury 
were legally impanelled, or not. Ut was not a matter of favour, 
or indulgence; but an absolute right, which to refuse was to 
deny the defendants the benefit of the law. On this head, there 
!s no pretence for a justification, It was a refusal of a legal 
right. 

3. The sheriif had grossly neglected to summon one of the 
special jurors. The circumstances vive great reason to believe. 
that the whole of the pannel were summoned in a manner 
equally irregular, so as to preclude the possibility of their at- 
tendance. ‘he process was forwarded to Mr, Spurrier, on the 
21st of July, and the assizes were tixed for the oth, The act 
ot parhament prescribes that tf there be time, the notices shall 
be served upon the parties se days before the time of the 
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assizes. 1n this case there was time to have complied with the 
provisions of the act; but, by some weeident, Mr. Spurrier was 
from home; and, by some accident too, no one of those who 
manage his business in his absence, could mut the matterio a 
train of dispatch. ‘Lhe process theretore lay at Mr. Spurrier’s 
office, trom the gist to the 27th of July. ft finds its way on 
the 27th into the hauds of the under-sheriff, who issues, hie says, 
the notices immediately. But his officer who was to serve them, 
in the mstance which is traced, keeps the summons for Mr. 


Peach, of Iidlecote, in his possession until the 20th, the day ow 


which he was required to attend! But his mode of forward- 
tny it, at last, isthe most curious. He swears that he gave the 
summons to the common carrier, who did not know what it w as, 
but took it witha newspaper. One would imagine the carrier 
was to deliver the suinmons to Sr. Peach; but he swears that 
he left it with a furnupike-gate keeper, four ties from Idlecote. 
Vell, one would think, the turnpike-gate keeper would have seen 
it delivered; butno; he had, as be swears, the curiosity to oper 
the summons, which was folded as a letter, and remembers it was 
a summons in the case of the King versus Edmonds, and 
others; though it would be difficult indeed to guess at any rea- 
son why he should remember a point, not very interesting to a 
turnpike- gate-keeper. This curious turnpike-gate-man next 
delivers this paper to a shepherd of Mr. Peach’s, at five 
o'clock on Sunday morning; and the said shepherd swears he 
earned the paper, but he did not know what it was, to the house 


of Mr. Peach, and left it on the kitchen dresser, when none of 


the servants were present! ‘This ts the tale told by the Crown, 
in its afhdavits ; and it was partly disclosed on the tial. This 
forms a third ground, for demanding a new tnal, on the ground 
of the partiality and neglect ot the ‘Sheriff. 

4. Ademand for the appointment of triers, upon this ground, 
was made to the judges at Nist Prius, on a challenge of the 
array, for the partiality ot the Sheriff. This is also a matter 
of absolute legal right, over which the judge had no right 
of control, or discretion, He was bound to grant the triers, 
a ta question he was not entitled to determine himself, —— 
be determined according to law. This, however, he thoug! 
proper to refuse. ‘The arrangement fur the trial was ie 
and it was fixed that it should proceed, at all hazards. 

Oo. Que of the defendants having heard that some of the Spe- 
celal Jurors had been free in condemnation of the defendants, 
attempted to ere: the Special Jurors, which the Judge re- 
fused te —. A demand was then made of triers on this 
question, which the Judge also refused, and pevemptorily coni- 
manded that the trial should proceed. 

0. Khe progress of imposing the speciai jury list has proceeded. 
ao ferthat jt isn alt Cases. pust what the Master ot the Crewn- 
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office, and hisagents please to wake it. Afier packing this jury, of 
squires, it was unpacked again, to get rid of Mr- Peach; and, 

finally shuffed to place two knights or baronets at the head 

of the list: In common cases, all these trickeries may be una- 

:mportant: but they make special juries se completely an 

epgine of oppression in the hands of the crown, that it. ts 

essential to protest against these practiees being considered 
law. As the matter stands, a defendant against the Crown has. 
no possible chance of justice. His accusations is his. convtc- 
tion, when those who consider his opinions as guilt, are arrayed 

against bim, by his enemies, and their friends. 

Vi the Judges of the Court of Kiny’s Bench can sanction 
these principles, there is no louger apy protection against the 
influence of the Crown. The Ministers are the proseenteors, 
and their agents conduct, arrange, and decide the Husiness, 
‘fhe plainest rules of law, and most obvious rigits of the sub- 
ject are only so many reeds in their way, through which they 
rush at pleasure, and without contro!, to any end in view. Alk 
the trouble and expence of trials usay be apared, for they are 
farcical, where such influence prevails. The Judges are, and 
ought to be, careful that no captious or trifling objections shall 
prevail against proceedings in the minor courts; but such 
flagrant, gross, and unprincipled violations demand their iu- 
terference, if they respect the purity of that law, they-are 
sworn to administer with justice to deny to no man—to sell to 
no man. We will not suppose they can refuse the right de- 
saanded by the defendants. 








PROGRESS OF REFORM AT NORTH SHIELDS. 

The following speech, among many other excellent addresses, 
was delivered by Nir. Hodgson, at a dinner in commemoration 
of the la:e revolutions in the south of Enrope. ‘This festival 
has occasioned much talk in the neighbourhood, which in its 
attachment to reform, and the zeal and inteligence of its Re- 
formers, yields to none iu the country. 

 Pellow countrymen and neighbours, we have assembled not 
to commemorate any horrible victory, obtained at the expence 
of much human suffering and misery—not to prop up any tot- 
tering system of mischievous policy—not to flatter and pamper 
the vanity of any rich and stepid bashaw; no, we have met 
to enjoy the feast of reason, to celebrate the birth of rational 
treedom in Europe, to rejoice at the downfall of superstition 
«mi tyranny, and to offer our respects to the sovereignty of the 
people, 

Tn the infancy of society men were ignorant, weak, and timid 
if process of time the more cunning, by exciting the wonder 
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and operating upon the fears of those around them, became 
fortune-tellers or priests ; while those distinguished for Strength 
and boldness, assumed the command, and conducted the de. 
tence of their tribe against robbers and wild beasts. Such be- 
came established leaders or kings, who, 1a order to retain the 
power in their own families, persuaded the people, through the 
assistance of the priests, that they reigned by divine appoint- 
ment; and, in order to silence all compl: aint, boldly athrmed 
that-they were accountable to heaven alone. People have iiz 
all. ages, and in all countries, with few moditications, been sub- 
jected to these slavish and despotic principles, Even the mild, 
just, and equalizing maxims of the Gospel, have been perverted 
to uphold these monstrosities. 

Slavery and ignorance are insepatable. A stupid people can 
neither be free or victorious, for they know not what actions 
will conduce to general happiness. To get knowledge is to get 
liberty; forno government can exist after the people are con- 
vinced of its tendency to generate misery. Could mankind be 
kept in ignorance they would necessarily remain the dupes of 
imposture and the slaves of oppression ; but they are hap- 
pily destined to rise in the scale of humegnity, and we may now 
anicipate with eonfidence the era, 

‘© When man with man the world o’er 
Shall brothers be for a’ that.’’ 


The moment ihat the invention of printing was completed,— 
yes, that very moment—that blessed moment did the monster 
superstition receive its mortal wound. Since that memorable 
tine the boundaries of the human intellect has been gradually 
extending ; and now, notwithstanding the snecrs of those who 
are too blind to see > the sign of the times, there are thousands 
of mechanics and common labourers in Europe, who under- 
stand the principles of political science better sins the most 
famed philosophers of antiquity. And can any miracie arre:f 
the march of knowledge? Will causes now for the first: time 
cease to produce their effects?) Ah, no! We sce Spain, the 
provet thial abode of sloth, monkery, and slavery, rising like a 
giant refreshed with wine, and displaying all ths vigour and ma- 
lurity of unfettered intellect. Scarcely had we recovered from 
the pleasing surprise occasioned by this unexpe cted and glorious 
event, when the Neapolitans and Sicilians, who have been so 
jong miserable in the very garden of Europe, also arose, and are 
now emulating the noble examp le set by Spain. Portugal has 
followed in the lionourable career : aud the whole of these na- 
tions have demous! trated to the world the utility of revolutions, 
and the safest mode of conducting them, : 

When ihe people of France arose against their tyrants they 
were opposed by the most poweyful combimations internally anc 
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externally: Assassination, bribery, and force, were employed 
without scruple to murder their infant liberties, Is it therefore 
wonderful that rage, jealousy, and revenge, should take pos- 
session of men who had been familiarized to all the cruelties of 
despotism, and that they should stain their holy cause by blood 
and violence! No—such results were inevitable, but they will 
be useful warnings to other nations; and they will for ever 
prevent the repetition of such absurd attempts to destroy ty- 
ranny by tyraunical means. The revolutions which We are now 
celebrating have been conducted with wisdom, justice, and 
firmness. 

‘That wicked and blasphemous junto designated the Hol 
Alltance—which association was designed to prevent the ame- 
lioration of mankind, has miserably failed in their object. After 
having by talsehood and by force conquered France, they re- 
stored the Bourbous, and held the swords at the throats of the 
people until they appeared quiet and submissive. ‘Their work 
ihey now fondly imagined was done. Poor, short-siglited, pre- 
sumptive mortals. One messenger arrives at the royal palace 
with the news of a revolution; and, hke the servants of Job, 
scarcely is he done speaking, when others arrive with similar 
intelligence. ‘Thus it becomes necessary to meet again to plot 
against the people. ‘The patron of Bible Societies, the magna- 
nimous Alexander, (who in order to promote peace on earth 
and good-will to all men, has 1,500,000 men training m the 
art of killing) hastens to Troppau. But scarcely has he leit his 
capital till his favorite guards mutiny! Russian Soldiers mu- 
tiny! here is another wonder of the age! ‘The despicable pro- 
miseebreaker, Frederic, also trembles on leaving his capitol, lesi 
he be never permitted to re-enter it. The despot of Austria 
likewise is alarmed—pours his legions into Italy, but they are 
fearful of advancing, lest all the northern states rise in mass 
upon their rear. Well, let them proceed: let the Austrian 
battalions even drive the Neapolitan Parliament to the moune 
tains of Calabria, What will this avail the holy conspiracy ? 
Will it convince the people of Europe, that slavery is better 
than liberty? that oppression is better than wise fixed laws? 
that they are Brutes inade for the pleasure of others? and that 
ihey must bend in silence to the yoke? No, no! the legiti- 
mates can never impress such convictions on the public mind, 
The principle of representative government will therefore 
continue to gather strength, and will finally prevail. 

The wise men whom the boroughmongers have chosen to go- 
vern this country, thought to extinguish reform in the blood of 
the Reformers. But the Manchester Massacre added thou- 
sands, and tens of thousands, to the ranks of the Reformers. 
‘Phe six biils that the honourable House passed to protect old 
sbuses ; the sentence passed upon Mr. Lunt, and others, at York . 
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and the refusal to enquire into the Manchester atic, eave cum- 
bined still further to add to their strength. And now, ovt 
noble-minded Queen, by her courage, her wisdom, and her safe 
ferings, have uvited all hearts; and has demonstrated to the 
most prejudiced, the absolute uecessity of reform. Lord Grey 
dislikes her Majesty's letter to the Kang; and he does net ap- 
prove of her answers to the addresses of the people. Now, f 
approve ard admire all these productions. 1 think with her 
Majesty, that the House of Parliament is not properly consti 

tuted. { camiot, in this case, enter tuto the feelings of bis 
Lordship, for T have alwavs been, and it I know my own heart, 

will always remain a firm, and constant friend of P arliamentary 
Reform :—a cause which once found in his Lordship, a power- 
ful and zealous advocate. 

What will our sage Ministers do to keep the people from en- 
tering upon their Constitutional inheritances? Will they totaliy 
destroy the ljiberty of the Press? Even this would not save 
them. [It would decrease the revenue—it would disgust even 
the Tories who had a single spark of spirit in their composition ; 
and every imputation that was base and wicked, would be iu- 
dustriously circulated and firmly believed. Wi! they establish: 
a military despotism? This seems to be the port t aimed it ; 
but even this would not do: for, admitting, which € do not be. 
lieve, that the treops would be base enough to enslave ther 
countrymen, yet reason aud history teach us that military go 
vernments are inimical to rade, and destructive of contidence. 
Where then would our resources be coliected ?—and if public 
credit be shook, and the taxes fall shert, how are the troops to 
be maintained ? No, all wil not do. ‘fhe system totters te 
its fall.—kvenu the natural operation of our financial plans, will 
ensure its destruction-—-and when our Commons House of Par- 
liament is reformed.” 


———_ 
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THE PRESENT Sys STEM, THEG R BR. A 7 LEV EL Le 
pee het 

An absurd cry has been raised. that the question beiween the 
exclusive loyalists, and the friends ofreform, is onc of ** property, 
or 00 prope rls ”  Wedo not say this question is not at issue, for 
it most assure div is; but not between the parties before stated 
It is at issue between property, and the present system, tis the 
system which is the great levelier ; and though its ponderous 
weight has not yet crushed ali ranks love ther, in an indiscriminate 
Inass of poverty ‘and vice, it is procecdiug, In an encreasing rate 
aud with an acce! lerale dand acceicrating progress, to pro: duce this 
lamentable eifect. This is the certain result of our system of 
covernment: and only wilful blindyess can aved the inevitable 
conclusion. Profligate expenditure in public matters, like oe rte 
extravagance, must terminate ta fie miserv and distress of the 
people. It is a anere matter of calculation. and requires hike 
tare than the knowledge of that wee andteeu make feur, to asce: 


Vo. we 
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tamithe certainty, cthat the present system miust ruin CVEDY ONC 5 
and, at last, even in spite of their affection, it will devour all the 
loyal addvessers. buvteest | 
Mr. M aberty, at the Surrey Meeting, stated the following con- 
vincing circumstances, upon this interes sting subject :—W heat is 
now at the same price per bushel, as it was thirty years ogo, 
But look at the condition of the farmer, and sec how he is ena- 
bled to meet the demands upon his capital by the price of his pro- 
duce. His tythes remain the same in some places; but in most 
they have been raised, where not taken in kind, by composilicus. 
snade when produce was at one third more than its present prices, 
Taxation is now irebled, to what it was thirfyyears ago; while the 
price of wheat isthe same. ‘The poor's rate is also nearly trebled 3 
vet the price of corn remains, with an obnoxious corn-bill te 
keep up that price, nearly the same! Labour is but little in- 
creased ; and the renfs have been more than doulled in the thirty 
years; yet the price of corn, remains nearly the same! how ts 
the farmer to Jire ? How is he to pay taxes, tythes, poor's rates, 
and rent now, when all are on the average doubled, with his pro- 
duce at the saine price as it was thirty years 


Lasic azo. 
The consequence, the natural conse quence is, that the farmer, 


is by rapid sliides appre aching to total ruin. Every year robs 
reduction of: his capital 
renders him Jess able to cultivate hts land to the best advantage. 
Ultimately the want of capital will drive bim from the land. A 
successor may follow him; but he will alse be driven from hie 
station. Nothing can withetand the continual drain which the sys- 
fem produces: and it will rage on till the land is rendered barren, 
and each cultivator shall ** drop by lottery 

Are the evils which envelope the farmer, the result of the “ sed- 
fious press,” or the * blasphemous s publications 2" Have either added 
& farthing to his burthens, supposing them to cxist? Or, would 


the total suppression of all writ ug, printing, or thinking 


ney, , avail 
him one single lola, or defer bis ruin one moment! Falk of 


property, indeed! What preperty can that man be said to have, 

who is dropping nol © niv his wealth, but his, industry, skill and 
enterprisc, yearly and monthly, into a bottomless pit? What pro- 
perty has the farmer in Jand, which with all bis toil, and iv- 

genuity, ts a yearly toss? Js this property?) Then a man has a 
properts ina coasumplion, which is hourly wasting away his flesh, 
und preparing the grave fur his* bones? The advantages of 
property, are certainty, and enjoyment! Is there any property 
in Britain, which ts uot continually melting before the sys- 
tem, or which is not certain of becoming ils prey, if it be 
not yet reached! Thirty vears ago, the expences of governing 
the state were but about eight millions. They are now bre enly-six 
millions, for the government of the same country, with provisions 
not much dearer, and manufactures much reduced in price! The 
Gebt was then but fiwo-hundred millions. It is now nearly nine hun- 
dred millions! And of this enormous sum, the interest is to be ad- 
ced to the expences of governing the state. The mere cost of 
collecting the revenuc, 15 Jour millions and a half; or eight per 
cent upon the whole revenue of Great Rritaia and Jreland. In 
Ireland, the collection of the revenue costs enc fourth of the 
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sumcollected. This will shew us the progress of the system. It 
has rendered the revenue in Ireland so much’ beyond the weans 
of its inkabilants to pay, that it is obliged to be catorced by ex- 
peosive leg ral processes, and au army of twenty-five thousand men, 
ma period of profound peace ! One fourth of the sum collected 
yoes to defray this expence. As matters get worse—that is, as 
the sysiem proceeds, the revenue will become more difficult of col- 
lechion, More soldiers must be employed—more processes Milist, 
be resorted to ; until at Jast the general misery shall become uni- 
versal, and the revenue will no longer bear the charges which 
are necessary to enforce its payment. Nothing can prevent 
this resufi, but a total change of system, either here, or in lre- 
land. We may have the miserable satisfaction of seeing Ireland 
first destroyed ; but her fate will assuredly be our own, if we do not 
bestir ourselves, to arrest the system ; whose rapacily knows te 
bounds, but im the complete c ‘xhaustion of all means of supply. 

The consolation that Mr. Holme Sumner offered to the Surrey 
County Meeting was—* that we were in the predicament of a man 
who had gone to law for his estate; and had spent it a//, im man. 
taining his title.’ He admitted, that if we had not spent ine 
tecn shillings vul of twenty, we had approached very near it; and 
that our finances were in so ruinous a situation, that he could not 
jook at them, without fearing they were trecoverable. There 
is one fallacy in his first comparison. The boroughmongers did 
not go to war, to maintain any legal title to their usurpations; but 
to preveut the nation from suing them for the recovery of the na- 
tional right to the national estate. It was not the people, but the 
boroughmongcrs, who went to war against French principles. It 
was not the people, but the boroughmongers, who conducted that 
war. It was not the people, but the boroughmongers who squan- 
dered the national resources, aud incurred what is absurdly calied 
the national debt. We may be told the people acquiesced in these 
ruinous measures—that the war was popular; that the majority ap- 
proved ofthe conduct of ministers. We admitall this; but we deny 
that the acquiescense of the people made them parties to such pro- 
ceedings. The people resembled minors in the hands of sharpers, 
and were duped into the playing of a game, at which they were 
sure to be fleeced. Their acquiescence was the result of a sys- 
tematic delusion, on the part of their natural leaders; and they are 
no more respousible for the consequences, than a minor would be 
bound by his signature to a fraudulent deed. 

There is besides the consideration that the last age had no right 
to entail upon the preseat, the burthen of its folly and extravagance, 
it had no business to mortgage an entail beyond its value, and 
expect that we should starve upon a barren title to possession. 
Still less, could it have a right to impose upon us _ endless 
toil, and unrequited tudustry, because it choose to enter into a 
Quixotic warfare with princ iples it could not cope with, and had 
no right to oppose. Truth is not assailable by the sword; but 
corruptions may for atime be defended by force. The * Freach 
principles” were the principles of reason, and liberty ; and they 
were the preterit of the warfare, in which all our resources have 
been anticipated, which in reality was meant to defend Old Sarum, 
Gatton, and et rest of the ramparts of our rotten-borough sys 


te. Tteven feared the li: wht of freedeyn would blaze tee stiongly 
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across the Channel, for the optics of our borough ow/s :—and 
that the brilliance which blinded them, would enable the people 
to see too clearly. Chureh aad State took the alarm; and the 
pulpit re-echoed the denunciations of the senate. The nation was 
scared out of ils senses; aud while it was staring stupidly about, it 
was pillaged of its property ; and its credit having been used while 
it was in a state of ‘unary, to borrow money of itsdecetvers, it 1s 
vow pretended that it owes whatjwas borrowed tn its name, when it 
lid not possess the power ot direcuus, ereven controlling its ex- 
penditure 

The confession. on ali hands, is that we are nearly rumed! How 
then is property now safe The fundhelders say the land ts all 
morteaved to them, for the principal, and the taxes for the jnte- 
rest of the money. Theu the fundholders are in possession of 
} the property ; and we are only dependents upon their for- 
bearance. Suppose the landholders resist this principle, and 
contend the preperty is not mortgaged. Then the funds are onls 
uleal property—mere figures in the Bank books—and revords of 
the sums that have been profligately thrown away! What non 
sense then is it to talk of a war between property aud no property, 
as applicable to any other parties than the Joreughmongers, and 
the administration. it is they alone whe have been, and who ar 
al war against your properiy; awd property ever has, and ever 
it will, get the worst of the battle, until the system: is altogether 
reformed. Kvery tax is a direct act of hostility against property. 
Every shilling unprofitably, or unnecessarily spent by. the ministry, 
is an act of hostility against property. The ministry and the 
boroughmongers are not of the productive species. if they mut 
tiply any thing, it is but the host of caterpillars, that we are con- 
demned to feed. Whatever falls into their hands 1s destroyed ; they 
ilo not even leave the refuse to manure the soil from which it ts 
taken for fresh crops. Their only principle is that of exkanstion 
Yet they rail against reform, as endangering property ! 
did not produce the debt or the taxes. 


Reform did net introduce 
the tythe-laws, and the poor’s-rates. 


Kieform has not doubled the 
rent of the landholders; vor proposed to starve all who casnot 
boy British corn, by the provisions of an act of parliament. And 
if reform should remove ali these things, or lessen them con- 
sderably, which it must do, how could reform be a war upor 
property s—except in this sense, that the system warred upon the 
property of the people for the benefit of the borougshmongers, and 
their tools ; while reform would war upon the plaader of the be- 
roushmongers for the benefit of the vrorte. The army that has 
been warring upon property, has been the hosts of commissioners, 
collectors, tax-vatherers, excisemen, SUrVeEVOrS, and «assessors :; 
and the declaration of war has been promulgated in the various 
acts which empower them to go forth, **like roaring tions, 
secking whom they may devour.’ Wherever ingenuity has en. 
veloped new resources, they have taken their position to drain 
them into the Treasury. 

uukuown 


to the earth. ‘They have fu 


Wherever enterprize has soared inte 
regions, they have stripped lis plumage, and pintoned 
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enforce their tribute; and hefore their merciless exactiona, 
poverty sinks iato unnoliced graves. All other war epon pro- 
perly, would be accidental, and precarious in their success; but 
thisisa constant wartair, in which properly has nochance. The 
wildest evils of anarchy necessarily cure theiaselves ;—like whrrl- 
«xtnds, they purify while they devastate. Hut the silent pestilence. 
of a fluancia! oppression sickens all within its mfluence, and 
spreads the wider trom the propagation of the 1wfection. 
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TO HER MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, CAROLINE, QUEEN 
CONSORT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRI- 
TAIN AND IRELAND. 


a ore 


The loyal and affectionate Address of the Inhabitants of the 
Parish of St. Pancras, in the County of Middlesex. 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY, 

G raciously to accept the heart-felt congratulations, 
of the loyal and affectionate inhabitants of the parish of St. 
Pancras, cn your Majesty's triumph over a conspiracy, move 
malignant, more atrocious, and more potent, than human being 
ever before had to encounter. 

But, Madam, while on this joyful occasion they thus offer 
you the tribute of their hearts, very superficial must be their 
knowledge of your Majerty’s true situation, and shamefully 
wanting In honest service for your safety would they prove 
themselves, were they not earnestly to request that your Ma~ 
jesty will allow then te express to you their conviction, that 
you have yet, Madam, to apprehend new vexations, new trials 
of your fortitude, and new dangers no Jess formidable than 
those which, by the blessing of Providence, your own wisdom, 
aud the active energies of the people, your Majesty has sur- 
mounted ; and that: you will also permit them to lay before you 
the grounds of that conviction; wherein wiil be unfolded the 
real cause of all the evils your Majesty has experienced, and 
have yet to apprehend. 

Neither, Madam, would they, in so doing, fulfil their duty 
to your Majesty and their country, were they not farther to 
trespass on your attention, while they perform the serjous, yet 
gratifying duty, of explaining the nature of that State Reform, 
which can alone furnish the means, whereby those dangers in 
prospect may be averted, and even changed into secarities,— 
your wicked persecutors brought to justice,—-and your Majesty 
placed in that situation of right, of dignity and repose, which 
1s sO eminently due to the purity of your character, to the virtues 
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of your heart, and to the greatness of your mind, 
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Deep and Jitter as are the factious curses of a part of the 
privileged uristecracy, and their servile adherents, who. have a 
private and a sordid interest In your ruin, yet,, Madam, the 
piardian-people—the sound democracy of -the realm--who 
warmly sympathize in your Majesty's sufferings, aud who have 
alsa a public, and a truly patriot tterest in your welfare, ure 
with vou, and the blessings of miilions await you. 

When the voice of the people hath for ils inspirative truth, 
wustice, and benevolence, it is then, Madam, the Voice of 
God. 

Giod’s Providence hath, moreover, various other modes of 
speech. It speaks in his mighty works—it speaks in his inscrutable 
ways—it speaks in his merciful revelations. That omniscient 
and omnipotent Providence indicates the approaching destiny of 
nations, sometimes by the hallowed lips of holy men, sometimes 
by unexpected occurrences and their surprising accompani- 
ments; and atother times by some peculiarity of condition, of 
genius, or of character, appertainmg to a human instrument by 
whom a remarkable change in a nation’s mind or affairs is to be 
brought about. 

The courageous coming of your Majesty to claim your rights, 
your contempt of awful threats, and your disdain of corrupt 
profiers, fitting your Majesty tor an extraordinary instrunienta- 
lity towards national salvation, by calling forth a generous peo- 
ple’s sympathy in your sufferings, accompanied with an ardent 
desire for a redress of your wrongs, have been the providen- 
tial means of causing that people to discover in your Majesty’s 
case, and clearly in that case to see, as in a faithful mirror, the 
true nature of their own ; as well as of turning their thoughts, 
with an intensity of application, to the means by which both 
your Majesty and themselves shall receive right and obtain 
security. 

Such, Madam, are the workings of Divine Providence, and 
uot the less are those workings providential, when the regular 
taws of nature are the operating means! , 

Investigation caused it soon to appear, and your Majesty 
early declared ‘ you felt that your interests end that of the peo- 
ple were completely identified.’ “o proposition was ever more 
true, And it was found to be equally true, that no persecution 
of your Majesty, no oppression of the people, could ever have 
taken place — bo green bags of calumny and false accusation 
could have polluted the tables ef parliament—had it not been 

for the CORRUPTIONS which had previously deprived the 
CONSTITUTION of its protective energies. 

The CORRUPTIONS alluded to are those of what in fa- 

miusiar speech, ie called the Boronyhmencer Faction—a fee- 
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tion who hold their orgies and wallow in their own filth ina 
certain chapel or house, or stable, situated where in old’ time 
(to speak metaphoric ally, ya politic ‘al river, sacred to liberty, 
(meaning the current of election) had its unobstructed refresh. 
Ing course. 

From the fatal consequences of those CORRUPTIONS, 
neither can your Maiesty, nor can the People be saved, antl 
the filth that hath been spoken of shall be clean swept away, 
and so the suspended energies of the CONSTIT U TION (hidden 
from view, and clogged to inaction by that filth) be recoy ner” to 
sight, aud restored to salutary activity. 

This patriot labour, Madam, like the ch eansing of the fal 
lons stable of Augeus, cat only be achieved, by again turning 
the diverted and sacred stream of free popular election, inte 
ts anticnt and) proper channel, to sweep before it the eiail 
nable nuisance. 

Thus, and thus alone, Madam, can lie restored to yourself 
and to the people the protective energies of our CONSTITPU. 


TION —a constitution founded on those eternal principles of 


truth and justice, on which all personal and political liberty 
depend, and which have likewise the sacred sanction of naturat 
und revealed religion. 

Inthe single word LiBeERTY is included, Madam, the en- 
tire vitality of the CONSTEPUTION., ff Liberty be in- 


paired, the Constitution is maimed. If a single individual 


be oppressed, the whole community is injured. [fa hand, or 2 
finger of the body-politic be amputated, that body-politie is 
mutilated, 

But, Madam, for more distinctly bringing to view, - iden: 
tity of interest between your M ajesty and the people, niay 
be observed, that whate ver, accord! ny to the spirit of our a 
stitution, may be the definition of either of the hereditar Yy or- 
gans of the Legis lature, I consists, gof in its having any es 


sential rel: Wionship to freedom, W the reas the elective organ of 


that legislature, is properly an annually-renewed emanation 
trom the free unbiarssed will of the entire democracy of the 
community and, conse quently, that elective organ 83 the vers 
seat and throne of national libe rty, its conservator, and, when 


violated, its avenver. 


How much, then, must vour Majesty, who, in the hour of 
1} 


vour aflliction, found in the demoeracy such f idelity, sueh at 

fection, such devotion to your welfare, and such anxiety for 

your preservation-——how much, Madam, must vou feel inte: 

rested an a recovery to them of their right ONCIUSIVELY and 
iT 
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freely to choose a EPouse of Conmoius: without wi 
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secutions by the Ministerial slaves of those oligarchs, who, in 
tyranny, are become a quintessence of arbitrary aristocracy. 

Your own recollection, Madam, of recent events, will satisfy 
your Majesty, of the correctness of this reasoning. The Bill of 
Pains and Penalties, tried on the touchstone of truth, will con- 
firm this doctrine. What, in its own nature, was that Bill? It 
ust be answered, that being essentially unjust, and an invasion 
of liberty, it was @ violation of the Constitution. And it js 
inostevident, that, if the Constitution were not as binding ou the 
Parliament as on the people, it would be no Constitution at 
all, but a mockery, a fraud, a mere contrivance of faction for 
the smooth introduction of arbitrary power, under those much 
abused words, expedience and discretion, perverted from their 
proper signification to the vile purposes of despotism. 

A Bill rel Pains and Penalties being a violation of the Con- 
stitution, it therefore follows that, to enact such a Bill, er- 
ceeds the authority of Parliament, which, high as that autho- 
rity may be, and ought to be, yet Parliament hath only a de- 
puted—a vicarious authority—an authority in drwst for certain 
ends, and, to those ends strictly dimited in power; the principal 
of those ends being, the conservation of the Constitution in its 
entire integrity and ulmost purity. 

As an ORDINARY STATUTE, legitimately enacted, is a law 
to the Community, which that Community is bound to obcy ; 
80 the CONSTITUTION, willed by the nation in its aggregate 
capacity, antecedent to all legislation, is a law to the legisla- 
dure, which that legislature is bound to observe ; and if, instead 
of so observing, it. shall set at nought, shall trample on, and 
violate the Constitution, by enacting injustice instead of jus- 
tice, oppression in place of protection, treason to the national 
sovereignty instead of allegiance and true service, it will have 
degenerated into a tyranny ; and the nation is called on for 
self. preservation, in duty to themselves and their posterity, to 
resist its abused power, and, by an omnipotent public will aud 
public voice, to bring it back toa knowledge and an observance 
of its duty. 

It is, Madam, well known, that in consequence of the imor- 
dinate power of the Oligarchs who have usurped a majority of 
the seats in the Commons House, and who are, therefore, the 
ringleaders of the boroughmonger faction, the arg who 
‘Appear to act as ministers of the crown, or servants of the King, 
are in practical effect, nothing better than the slaves of the 
Ohgarchs. 

This being the case, it follows, 


that the illegal exclusion of 
your Majesty's rahe 
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last, are clear miauifestations of a fixed purpose, ou the part of 
the Oligarchs, notwithstanding their recent defeat, to perse- 
vere in, their iniquitous persecution of your Majesty. 

Here, Madam, it is to be repeated, for it is never to be lost 
sight tea the nominal servants of the King are, in fact, but 
the obsequious tools—the very gatley-slaves of the Qligarchs, 


who, until a constitutional reform of the Commons House 
shall wrest from theit polluted and polluticg uands the des- 


potic power they nave usurped, will pot fail, stung as they now 
are by revenge, in addition to their factious policy and se Afish in- 
terest, to seek by all the wavs of wickeduess your Majesty's 
ulter riiu and destruction, 

Visis inference will receive no slight illustration, When your 
Mayest tv shall reflect on what hath come to light by the provi- 
dential detection of the placarding spy--- E letcher, alias 
Franklin + for when the Ohgarchs fo resaw the failure of their 
nefarious Bil’, for your deg radation, they thought it high time to 
begin erecting a masked ba tery, from the future fire of whick 
your Majesiv shouid not escape even with life. 

Thet hireting, a fow days before he was apprekended, in- 
formed his priuter, as we have good grounds tor believing, 
‘that his next Placard would exhibit your Majest Y, dat COR- 

*junclion with certain of the “forenvos t ch: ain pions, ” of Par- 
“liamentary Reform, as treasonably coaspiring to dethrone 
‘the King and saibectt the rovernment;’ from which circum- 
stance there is but too yood reason to suspect, that Ins em- 
ployers were preparing, by ineans of well-trained witnesses, m 
support ofa Ailanic accusation, to dip thei ir hunds in the blood 
of anil ujesty and of those Reform: rs 

Asad what wish more natural in wic hed men, Who by the un- 
wakilas evils their mis-government hath brought on the 
nation, together with the odium they have incurred as nialig 
nant persecutors of Reformers and of thetr Queen,—aad who 
have at iast brought themselves into a state of extreme despera- 
lion, than such a scheme of le ral assassination ?—Are they not 
under the horrors ofa panic terror from the rapid approach of a 
Reform, which may liurl them from that proud eminence, 
whence they have so long dealt vut to meritorious men the 
pains aud penalties of perverted law ?--Are they not at length 
made sensible of their responsibility, and anticipating the lash 
of condigu punishment ?—Are they not thus, in their tortured 
linaginations, exchanging the delight of inflicting on their mno- 
cent and nieritorious victims, infernal cruelties, for the disgrace 
and well-merited sufferings of conscience- stricken criminals ? 


But, Madam, now that cruel and insolent Ministers, at 
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length petrified by their fears, can uo longer look in the face, 
the nation they have so long disgraced and insulted, the 
royal inhabitants of St. Pancras, beseech your Majesty not to 
be misled by flattering hopes, into a persuasion that your Cah- 
vers and vexations are at an end, 

Ministers, as it hath been remarked, are but the mere galley- 
slaves of the oligarchical usurpers. To appease the angry 
nation, those slaves may be thrown overboard, without any real 
abatement of power in the pirates that have the command of 
ihe state vessel, and who can replace those slaves by others as 
obsequious. 

Unless, therefore, the piratical oligarchs themselves be to the 
last man of then struck down from their usurpations——unless 
the boroughmonger corruption, that deadly cancer im the bosom 
and near “the heart of the constitution, be to the last fibre 
plucked out by the roots, in vain shall your Majesty or the 
people dream oi saieiy er repose } 

ven tlie infamous Milan plot, gigantic as its dimensions, 
was but the iufaut of a monster many tines more gigantic. 
The conspiracy was but a baby, compared with its parent con- 
spiracy againt the nation--the conspiracy of the usurping 
oligarchy, In one hand, it furtively grasps a power over all 
property, real and pe rsonal ; all lezislation, “all clerical and civil 
authority in church and state: and, in the other hand, it wields 
the stupendous naval and military force of the kingdom, with 
(heir im nense appendages; and, moreover, by an unexampled 
patronage, extending over thie ‘four quarters ‘of the world, it 
perpetually supplies its insatiable coffers. 

Here, Madam, behold a truly terrific conspiracy—-a deep, a 
treasonable, a deadly conspiracy against the ‘Throne, the Par- 
liament, and the People, the morality and repose of the com- 
munity---In sworn hostility to all freedom—in close alliance 
with every foreign despotisua—while at home it violates every 
right of the nation, whether political or natural, whether gua- 
ranteed by the fundamental laws of the land, or by the eternal 
law ef nature, or nature’s God! 

But, Madan, terrific as this tyrant, gigantic as this mouster, 
‘tis oomed, we confidently trust, to full “before that PUBLIC 
OPINION which your Majesty has been the glorious instru- 
ment of calling forth, of embodying and uniting. 

With a patriot t and pious view, then, to the downfall of the 
monster, let your Majesty and the people inutually keep in 
mind the identity of your rights and interests,~-never for a 
moment forget that both of the parties depend for their secu- 
sity and | apples vil “* A FREE AND LAWFUL PARLIA-}- 
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the Prince of Orange solemnly declared to be the sole object 
of His coming to this country. 

When, however, that prince had got the crown, he forgot his 
“ declaration,” and thereby at the end of one hundr ed and 
thirty-two years, our country is still without the sede pn ‘ofessed 
object of 1115S coming! 

From that Prince, when King, England did indeed for the 
first time get a Funding System and a National Debt. From 
his policy, she also got a standing army and a pauperizing 
taxation, with all that et cetera of innumerable evils, which 
have in the end brought her to the brink of ruin, und to the last 
gasp of political existence, 

Such have been the consequences of the coming of the Prince 
of Orange----thoughtle issly styled — © Delivercer:’ 
whereas the coming of your Maje sty, by an intense excitement 
of the PUBLIC MIND On your behalf--by the ide nttiy of in- 
terest between your Majesty and the people which it hath 
brought to lizht, and by the constitutional investigations it hath 
produced, hath opened to us a near prospect « of the salvation 
for which they have so long and so anxiously looked 

And provided the gps sood agreement between you 
Majesty and the people skall happily continue perfect and en- 
tire, and the seituaal iahttin ok an identity of interest shall 
remain in fell force and vigour, doubtless that prospect, by the 
force of PUBLIC OPINION and the omnipotence of a PUB- 
LIC VOICE, shall be shartly realized ! 

Then shall the divine blessing of freedom be restored to this 
atilicted land, Then Shahi the wicke d counsels ot an alliance, 
blasphemously termed holy, while solely machinating to plant 
despotism, to gy mis crv, and to propagate slay ‘ery--- worst di- 
sease of states! shall be hkewise dissolved and brought to 
nought ; wud,'a as noxious vapours, scattered before the purify 
ing wieide of heaven ! 

¥ hat it may therefore hes God to eraut, that your [eh 1}Q5- 
ty and the people of this reahm may continue of one mind and 
one spirit, until the hopes and happines sof both, under the 
shield of Lis omnipotence shall be tab ache aid vuaranteed 
by a truly constitutional referm of tie Commons House of 
Parliament, is tle fervent prayer of the undersigned, and those 
on whose behalf the imbabitaits of the Parish of St. Paacras at 
large, your Majesty is Now loyally, dutifulls ,and atlectiomitely 
addressed. Te ; , 
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